


Jews must unite and lead fight against antisemitism: former Israeli ambassador

Even though the first Quebec election debate was broadcast on Sept. 15, hundreds still turned out at the Gelber Centre that night to see former Israeli Minister and Ambassador to the United States Ron Dermer in conversation with World Jewish Congress-Israel president Sylvan Adams.
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Even though the first Quebec election debate was broadcast on Sept. 15, hundreds still turned out at the Gelber Centre that night to see former Israeli Minister and Ambassador to the United States Ron Dermer in conversation with World Jewish Congress-Israel president Sylvan Adams.
The event was co-sponsored by Federation CJA and the Georgia-based The Dupree Education and Resource Center. Amongst the many on hand were Israeli Consul-General Eliaz Luf and D’Arcy McGee MNA Elisabeth Prass.
Dermer played central roles in the Abraham Accords and Oct. 7 hostage releases, and has been a longtime senior advisor to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. He and Adams have been on a North American speaking tour called Unite.Lead.Fight. in light of the sharp rise in global antisemitism since the Oct. 7 Hamas terrorist attack on Israel and the ensuing war.
Dermer commented on several topics, including whether the rise in antisemitism was a surprise, especially as Adams said it seemed to have been marginalized for decades after World War II.
Dermer said he was not surprised.
“What you thought is what a lot of people thought, and the Holocaust has sort of distorted the Jewish people’s view of our own history,” he added. “It is such a seismic event in Jewish history. It is such a blinding event that we forget all of the antisemitism that came before. We have just now returned to the historical norm of antisemitism.”
Dermer also said that Israel is neither the cause of nor the cure for antisemitism. “But Israel gave the Jewish people something they didn’t have for 2,000 years: the power to fight back.”
Adams asked Dermer what, in light of the current situation, Jewish communities must now do. “I would say unite, lead, fight,” the former ambassador said. “We have to have unity among the Jewish people, and that doesn’t mean we’re all going to agree on everything.”
Dermer said Jewish community must also lead. “The temptation for Jews, and the organized Jewish community, is to lead from behind, to allow other people to stand in front while we’re behind them,” he explained. “I understand it, because a threat to the Jews is really a threat to everybody. We want allies in the fight. But we have to lead the fight against antisemitism.”
Dermer said the community must also fight. “My experience, and Montreal may be different, is that organized Jewish communities, Jewish leadership, don’t like to get into fights that they haven’t won in a day,” he added. “It’s open season on the Jews. And if it’s open season on the Jews, you need a different strategy, which is to restore deterrence... The enemies of the Jewish people have to understand this is not open season. There’s going to be consequences. There has to be a price for going after Jews. They have to know that we’re willing to take the stand... The days when the Jewish people are going to be afraid of their enemies, those days are over.”
Adams also asked Dermer if Israel is safer than it was on Oct. 6, 2023. “Let’s see where we are three years later,” Dermer said. “Iran’s military nuclear capability is destroyed. Hamas has been devastated. Ninety-seven, 98 per cent of their capabilities were taken out. Israel controls over half of Gaza. We’ve destroyed them largely in practice, and, in principle, we’ve finished them off. Has it finished yet? No. But rest assured, Israel is not going to leave Hamas in power in Gaza. We’re going to finish the job. Also, Hezbollah has been decapitated. They are a shadow of their former self. So when I look at it, the glass is a 15th, 16th empty. Yes, we have to finish the job. Yes, we have to do things to win the peace.” n






