



West Island election guide: A riding-by-riding look at the candidates and their priorities

West Island voters will face a crowded field of candidates when they go to the polls on Oct. 5 in Quebec’s provincial election.
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West Island voters will face a crowded field of candidates when they go to the polls on Oct. 5 in Quebec’s provincial election.
The region’s traditionally strong Liberal base is being challenged by the Coalition Avenir Québec, Parti Québécois, Québec solidaire, and Parti conservateur du Québec, with housing, healthcare, affordability, transportation, economic development, and Quebec’s constitutional future among the major issues.
The following is a breakdown of the principal candidates and their campaign priorities.
Nelligan
Nelligan is another major Liberal stronghold. Liberal incumbent Monsef Derraji is facing CAQ candidate Tom Tang, PQ candidate Martine Dubois, QS candidate Dominique Naud, and PCQ candidate Gary Charles.
Monsef Derraji — Quebec Liberal Party: Derraji is seeking another term and has become one of the Liberal Party’s most recognizable voices on healthcare. He is campaigning on his legislative experience and the Liberals’ promise to offer an alternative to the CAQ on healthcare, education, the economy, and services for English-speaking Quebecers.
Derraji’s priorities include: Improving access to healthcare, strengthening public services, supporting families, protecting English-language institutions, and improving government accountability.
Tom Tang — Coalition Avenir Québec

: Tang is the CAQ candidate, offering voters an alternative to the Liberal incumbent.
His campaign is focused on practical economic concerns, including affordability, infrastructure, and employment. The CAQ is also pointing to its record in government and its efforts to strengthen Quebec’s economy.
Tang’s priorities include: Affordability, infrastructure investment, economic development, job creation, and efficient government.
Martine Dubois — Parti Quebecois
: Dubois is seeking to expand the PQ vote in a riding that has traditionally been hostile to sovereignist parties.
Her campaign supports the PQ’s broader economic program while placing Quebec independence at the centre of the party’s long-term vision.
Dubois’ priorities include: Quebec sovereignty, protection of French, economic development, government reform, and greater control over Quebec’s affairs.
Dominique Naud — Québec solidaire

Naud is making environmental resilience one of the defining issues of her campaign.
Her platform has focused on flood protection and preparing West Island communities for increasingly severe weather, while also calling for better public transportation and affordable housing.
Naud’s priorities include: Flood protection, climate adaptation, public transit, affordable housing, and environmental investment.
Gary Charles — Parti conservateur du Québec

: Charles is the PCQ candidate and is campaigning on affordability, taxes, and government spending.
His message is aimed at voters who believe Quebecers are paying too much in taxes and facing too many barriers to home ownership and economic advancement.
Charles’ priorities include: Lower taxes, reduced regulation, better access to healthcare, home ownership, and greater economic freedom.
Robert-Baldwin
Robert-Baldwin is another riding where the Liberals have historically dominated. Liberal incumbent Brigitte Garceau is facing CAQ candidate Sophie Leroux, PQ candidate Maurice Daude, and PCQ candidate Axel Lellouche. Québec solidaire had not named a candidate at the time of this guide.
Brigitte Garceau — Quebec Liberal Party

: Garceau is seeking another term after winning the riding in 2022.
A lawyer specializing in family law, she has made local representation and issues affecting families central to her political profile. The Liberal campaign is emphasizing experience and continuity in a riding where the party has traditionally enjoyed a large advantage.
Garceau’s priorities include: Support for families, health and social services, education, community organizations, and local representation.
Sophie Leroux — Coalition Avenir Québec

: Leroux brings a background in communications, project management and technology to the CAQ campaign.
She is presenting herself as a community-oriented candidate who wants to make government more efficient and responsive.
Leroux’s campaign emphasizes: Government efficiency, affordability, community engagement, economic development, and better delivery of public services.
Maurice Daude — Parti Québécois

: Daude is an aerospace and technology professional campaigning for the PQ.
He is presenting the sovereignist option as an opportunity to give Quebec greater control over its economy and political future. His campaign links economic development and innovation with the broader objective of an independent Quebec.
Daude’s priorities include: Economic growth, innovation, Quebec sovereignty, government efficiency, and greater provincial autonomy.
Axel Lellouche — Parti conservateur du Québec

: Lellouche is a familiar name to Robert-Baldwin voters, having previously run for the PCQ. His campaign centres on the party’s emphasis on lower taxes, deregulation, and individual responsibility.
Lellouche’s priorities include: Lower taxes, less government regulation, economic freedom, support for entrepreneurs, and greater individual choice.
Alexandra Lacoste — Québec solidaire

: Lacoste is an engineer with experience in energy project management, campaigning for Québec solidaire in Robert-Baldwin. She is presenting herself as a community-focused candidate with an emphasis on environmental protection, affordability, and stronger public services.
Lacoste’s campaign emphasizes: Climate and energy transition, stronger public health and education, public transit, cost-of-living measures, social and affordable housing, greater taxation of the wealthiest Quebecers, and Quebec independence.
For the purposes of this guide, the West Island is defined as six ridings: Saint-Laurent, Jacques-Cartier, Nelligan, Robert-Baldwin, Marquette and Vaudreuil.
Several issues cut across nearly every West Island campaign:
Housing: Candidates are offering competing approaches to affordability, social housing, and home ownership.
Healthcare: Access to doctors, hospitals, and community services remains a major concern.
Transportation: Highway expansion, congestion, and public transit are particularly important in the western suburbs.
Affordability: Taxes, housing costs, and household purchasing power are being emphasized by candidates across the political spectrum.
Economic growth: Candidates differ over the role government should play in supporting businesses, workers, and entrepreneurs. n






