


Class-action suit against school boards over uniform suppliers

A class-action lawsuit was filed in Quebec Superior Court last week against several school boards and school service centres, including the English Montreal School Board and the Lester B. Pearson School Board, regarding uniforms.
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A class-action lawsuit was filed in Quebec Superior Court last week against several school boards and school service centres, including the English Montreal School Board and the Lester B. Pearson School Board, regarding uniforms.
The mother who launched the suit is alleging that her daughter’s school, École Secondaire Paul-Arseneau in L’Assomption, requires parents to purchase uniforms from a specific supplier. She claims she was told she could not purchase a uniform from a different, less expensive retailer.
Her lawyer, Benjamin Polifort, says that runs afoul of the law.
In Quebec, school uniforms fall under what the Quebec Education Act refers to as “material for personal use.” That combines with the regulation respecting free instructional material and certain financial contributions that may be required, which dictates that “No supplier or specific brand may be imposed with reference to material for a student’s personal use, other than activity or exercise books.”
In other words, a family may buy pants, skirts, and shirts of the same style and colour as that of a particular school’s uniform at a retailer other than the one specified by a school.
The Suburban contacted the EMSB and the LBPSB. Both declined to comment, as the matter is before the courts. But one school board official, who asked to remain anonymous, did confirm the above.
This is not the first time school uniforms have been an issue. In 2024, for example, a school in the Mercier–Hochelaga-Maisonneuve borough was alleged to have told a mother that her son would not be allowed to attend unless he wore a uniform from the school’s official supplier. The law and regulation saying otherwise had been adopted six years earlier. And the Education Ministry confirmed, at the time, that since the implementation of the law, they had received several uniform-related complaints.
It is true that schools hold sales, giveaways, or swaps of second-hand school uniforms during the year. And the mother in the current lawsuit was advised by the school to also check Marketplace or second-hand stores. But finding what one needs in the right size is not a guarantee. In any case, as Polifort points out, the provincial law and regulation also apply to second-hand clothes.
What happens when a school logo is involved?
Polifort argues that while a school can mandate a dress code or uniform, the law “doesn’t specify that such uniforms should have a logo,” and that imposing one does not respect the law.
He points out — and the lawsuit application indicates — that schools can supply parents with the required logo so that they can affix it themselves, like an iron-on, for example, but that is only if a school insists on a logo. Some schools do not, requiring only a specific style and colour: a dress code rather than a uniform.
Either way, says Polifort, “it is up to the school to have a dress code that respects the law.” n






