



The Metro at 60: Showing its age, but a part of Montreal's DNA

It would perhaps be unfair to compare Montreal’s Metro system, or its stations, with those of other cities like London, Paris, Moscow, or Saint Petersburg, because users agree that, above all else, it is one of the most efficient systems in the world.
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It would perhaps be unfair to compare Montreal’s Metro system, or its stations, with those of other cities like London, Paris, Moscow, or Saint Petersburg, because users agree that, above all else, it is one of the most efficient systems in the world.
But it is, at 60, showing its age.
It was recently reported that its oldest cars will not be decommissioned, but will, instead, be shunted to the Green line.
The Metro currently has 68 stations over four lines, with five more stations soon to be added to the Blue line. The system’s youngest, the Blue line was first opened in 1986. It is also called Line 5, even though there are only four lines. The Green and Orange are Lines 1 and 2. Yellow is Line 4. So, whither Line 3?
The Red line, as it was supposed to be called, was planned, and then cancelled. It was supposed to run from downtown, under Mount Royal, and up to Bordeaux-Cartierville.
Former mayor Valerie Plante had proposed a Pink line to connect Lachine through the west end, downtown, the Plateau, and Rosemont, into Montreal North. It never came to fruition, although in the last provincial election campaign, Green Party leader Alex Tyrell said he’d bring it back.
The Metro’s 60th anniversary was Wednesday, October 14, with events to mark the occasion, including a live DJ at Berri-UQAM (which used to be called Berri-De Montigny). There was also live music and dancing at different stations, wrestling at another, and an online lecture on the architecture, art, and history of the Metro.
One of the biggest concerns for users is, of course, safety, and the ongoing controversy of its security force’s mandate. Its union, the Fraternité des constables et agents de la paix de la STM, have asked for the right to carry guns numerous times, a demand which the STM continues to rebuff.
Montreal Mayor Soraya Martinez Ferrada used the occasion of the anniversary to announce an investment of $6.4 million for security upgrades in the Metro, with 52 more constables to be added, along with better surveillance and more support for vulnerable individuals.
To launch the anniversary celebrations, last August Ensemble Montreal city councillor Aref Salem, who is also the Chairman of the Board of the STM, stood at the Montreal City Council meeting sporting a T-shirt from the STM’s special anniversary collection. Several other councilors wore the same shirt, which had been handed out at the meeting. It shows, he said, “our collective pride in a network that belongs to all Montrealers.”
The Metro, which was inaugurated October 14, 1966, was the dream of then-mayor Jean Drapeau, to have it in place in time for Expo ’67. Plans started to take shape four years earlier. It was a vision, Salem said, “of a modern Montreal — an ambitious, innovative Montreal capable of equipping itself with infrastructure that would lastingly transform its development.”
Sixty years later, he said, “the Metro is more than just a mode of transportation. It is an integral part of Montreal’s identity, part of the DNA of our metropolis.”
But he also acknowledged that after sixty years, “our Metro is aging, [and] its infrastructure and its equipment need major investment to ensure their upkeep, reliability, safety, and long-term viability.”
“We have a collective responsibility,” he added, “to preserve its heritage, but above all to ensure its future.”






