


Martinez Ferrada announces city's winter plan

It’s not supposed to be a very cold winter, but we are supposed to get walloped with snow. And no matter how good a job the city hopes to do carting it all away, as Montrealers are wont, we will complain. So the snow removal strategy the mayor announced last week is going to be a big test of her administration, bigger than last year’s tussle with the worst potholes the city had ever seen.
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The new plan that Mayor Soraya Martinez Ferrada announced involves decisions that some will be happy about, and others not so much. A case in point is road salt.
Over the years, Montreal has tried more environmentally and infrastructurally friendly substances to deal with icy roads and sidewalks — sand, tiny rocks, a mix of beet juice and salt brine, with some communities on the West Island testing out the starfish de-icer made by Korean startup Star’s Tech.
The City of Montreal will also be testing the starfish substance — the mayor met with the company when she was in South Korea last year. But it will also be using conventional road salt. “We can’t go without it,” the mayor told reporters. “Unfortunately, de-icing — the word says it,” she emphasized, “de-icing the sidewalks is one of the biggest challenges we have.”
And even though Montreal’s road salt supply had ordinarily come from local salt mines, this year’s supply — some 200,000 tons — is being imported from Egypt. The city awarded a $23 million contract to import the salt to Victoriaville-based Selto.
Martinez Ferrada announced a $15.8 million investment to improve its snow removal equipment and fleet, and to strengthen the city’s response capacity.
Most of the money will be spent on 43 new additions to the city’s snow removal fleet: 19 loaders, 13 snowblower heads, and 11 spreader trucks. These will be added to the city’s existing fleet.
Snow removal falls under street maintenance, which is shared with the boroughs, so the city is transferring an additional $2.5 million to help them ensure the operations in each borough are on par with the central city.
The city also hopes to improve its capacity to anticipate weather and coordinate its interventions. Residents will also be able to keep tabs on snow removal and de-icing operations as the city rolls out its new Go-Géo platform.
Last year’s thaw unveiled the worst potholes that city had seen in years. Even the mayor fell victim with her now infamous “deux flats.” So, in addition to its snow removal plan, the city is also updating its pothole intervention protocol, increasing manpower and using AI to keep track of damage.
This will be the Martinez Ferrada administration’s second Montreal winter. “Our citizens expect the city to be ready when winter arrives,” says Deputy Executive Committee leader Alexandre Devaux-Guizani.
“We want to leave Montrealers with a smarter city than the one we found,” the mayor adds. n





