


CSL tennis club PPP process taking longer because of law: mayor


The process to have a public-private partnership and refurbish the Côte Saint-Luc tennis club is taking longer than anticipated because of Quebec government regulations, Mayor David Tordjman told the Oct. 19 council meeting.
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The process to have a public-private partnership and refurbish the Côte Saint-Luc tennis club is taking longer than anticipated because of Quebec government regulations, Mayor David Tordjman told the Oct. 19 council meeting.
The council chamber was nearly filled with members of the club, many of whom have questioned the decision to close the facility.
As previously reported by The Suburban, the private-public partnership would involve a private enterprise taking over the exterior arena, and enclose it for eventual full-year indoor use as opposed to up to six months a year, as well as outdoor courts.
Longtime resident Earl Azimov said he had never seen the tennis court closed in his lifetime, and asked what the plan was for re-opening. He also said weeds were growing on the land at Blossom.
Tordjman said a $2 million investment was required just to redo the club’s clay courts, and that doesn’t include other needed improvements, such as lighting, the irrigation system, and accessibility to the club for people with limited mobility. The mayor added that the tennis club serves 167 members, and the city was losing money each year operating the facility.
Tordjman explained that this prompted the city to begin the process of a PPP “partnering up with somebody who understands and can operate not necessarily only a tennis club, but a racket club at a profit for them, at a zero cost for the city, where we would give our residents the benefit of having indoor tennis, indoor pickleball, and possibly other racket sports. That’s the benefit that the residents would get at the same cost that they pay now.”
The council, at the May 11 meeting, approved the publishing of a call for expressions of interest in a potential PPP.
“We did get some interest. But there were laws that changed [earlier this year] that obliged us to to take a few extra steps, to prove to the government that a PPP makes sense. We’re well on our way to doing that. There’s no other way of doing it, and we’re exploring the various ways. And with that, we’ll be going to tender in March for this PPP. I’m certain that we’re going to go forward with a PPP that makes sense for our residents, that saves money for our general taxpayers, that elevates racket sports in Côte Saint-Luc.
“We would be offering more varieties of racket sports at a fraction of the cost of the city doing it.”
Azimov asked if the city would rezone the land if the PPP does not materialize.
Tordjman replied that this would not take place. “We are looking to maintain that piece of land as recreational... for racket sports. We haven’t explored anything but racket sports in that location.”
Regarding the weeds, “admittedly, it hasn’t been maintained this year.
“There was a significant cost to maintaining it. We did offer it to a group that was going to operate it for free, but unfortunately, that didn’t work out. We may explore that option again.”
Regarding the hope of the facility reopening for the next season in 2027, Tordjman told The Suburban that the tender process is followed by an evaluation and a council resolution, and a determination if the work will begin right away or in a few months.
“So we don’t exactly have a date, but we’re pushing very hard and staff is working extremely hard.” n






