


Montreal Holocaust survivors speak at senate, ask for more accountability on antisemitism

Last week, a group of 11 Holocaust survivors from Montreal boarded a bus to Ottawa to meet with senators and MPs. Their goal was to advocate for the Jewish community and to demand more be done in the fight against antisemitism.

By Dan Laxer
The Suburban— LJI

Last week, a group of 11 Holocaust survivors from Montreal boarded a bus to Ottawa to meet with senators and MPs. Their goal was to advocate for the Jewish community and to demand more be done in the fight against antisemitism.
One of the senators they met with was Leo Housakos, the Senate’s opposition leader. Housakos has long been an ally of the Jewish community, particularly in the fight against antisemitism, and has on several occasions called upon the prime minister to do more.
Angela Richt, 82, was asked to deliver a speech. Richt, who has for years been speaking to groups and schools about her life as a Holocaust survivor, gave organizers a choice. “I have a light speech, a medium speech, and a confrontational one. Which do you want.”
She delivered the confrontational one.
“We have come here because we are deeply concerned about what is happening to Jewish Canadians,” she told the Senate. “And because we want to know what our government is prepared to do about it.”
Richt, who is not one to mince words, continued: “We have heard the statements, we have heard that antisemitism is unacceptable, that hatred has no place in Canada, and that our government is committed to protecting us. But I ask you,” she challenged them, “what does that commitment mean in practice?”
When asked by The Suburban how she felt about the meeting, Richt said, “You know politicians. Ask me a month later, because I don’t believe a word.” Senator Leo Housakos is a good man, she acknowledges, “but he can’t do too much. What can he do,” she asked, repeating a theme from her speech, “so that university students can go and be not afraid?”
Richt used to speak at Concordia and McGill all the time. Now she refuses.
She couched her frustration in no uncertain terms. With schools and synagogues being shot at and firebombed, slogans mean nothing, she says. “We are Canadian citizens. We have the same right as every other Canadian to live without fear, to educate our children, to attend university, and to pray in our places of worship. We should not have to wonder whether we are safe because we are Jewish.
“I am not here to ask you for another promise,” she continued. “I am here to ask you for accountability.”
After the event, with the group listening from the press gallery, Housakos paid tribute to this “remarkable group of guests from Montreal, survivors who bear living witness to the Holocaust, and who carry its truth forward. Getting to hear their stories in their own words,” he said, “is something that will always be seared to my memory.”
Richt was born in Auschwitz. In fact, the group is made up of child survivors of the Holocaust.
Andrew Fuchs, 90, lost both his parents in the Holocaust. His mother, he was told, died on the train to Bergen-Belson. He was more positive about the trip to Ottawa than was Richt. “These people are very busy,” he said. “They take the time to come to see us, to listen to us. I believe 100 per cent that they might help the Holocaust survivors, and the future generation. I hope that I am not wrong.” n






