


The homeless need more than emergency shelters

When I was in university 35 years ago, a fellow student asked to me to sign a petition calling for more research into homelessness.
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The Suburban— LJI

When I was in university 35 years ago, a fellow student asked to me to sign a petition calling for more research into homelessness.
I refused to sign.
We don’t need more research, I said. We already know homelessness exists, and we know why. We need to actually help the homeless.
Last week, newly-elected Premier Paul St-Pierre Plamondon held a news conference announcing $28 million in emergency funding to open more warming shelters for the winter months. And he looked ahead to an upcoming summit on the root causes of homelessness.
He was joined by Montreal Mayor Soraya Martinez Ferrada, who has said time and again that homelessness is her top priority.
PSPP highlighted the urgency and the action his party is taking, but it was disheartening to see him perhaps not as well-versed as he could be in the severity of the problem. “We’re merely covering an emergency situation because we have...” and here he turned to Martinez Ferrada, “...five thousand just in Montreal?”
The mayor nodded her confirmation.
The investment, he admitted, is “not the main task at hand; the main task is to have that summit” on how to reduce the number of homeless in Quebec — by half over four years. “I took it on my shoulders as a premier,” he added, “so it’s also a political risk.”
The summit is something that former premier Pauline Marois mentioned last June at a news conference called by the Mouvement pour mettre fin à l’itinérance à Montréal (MMFIM) to unveil “a series of concrete measures for provincial parties” to solve the homelessness crisis. The summit is supposed to take place in the new year.
A reporter highlighted to PSPP that the investment is a Band-Aid solution, which the premier and the mayor both readily admitted, and asked what it would take to get people off the streets.
“Housing,” Plamondon answered. “And services.”
That’s it. That’s the summit. That’s all they need to know.
The emergency investment, Martinez Ferrada said, is just the first step. She waxed hopeful that the city and the province are, finally, working together, and that the PQ government’s first major announcement is homelessness. But she also said, citing the temporariness of the investment, “we don’t want to see people sleep with a roof over their heads for one night, we want them to have a roof over the heads all the time.”
The news conference was held at Accueil Bonneau, a homeless shelter that has been around for 150 years, just a bit longer than the Old Brewery and Welcome Hall.
Our leaders should know, by now, the why, what, and how of solving homelessness. The mayor acknowledged the presence of Claude Pinard and Benoît Langevin, two Executive Committee members whose past work should indicate their deep knowledge of the problem.
Sam Watts of Welcome Hall says the investment is indeed needed for the winter time “to ensure that people who are vulnerable right now don’t die in the cold.” But with that $28 million, he says, “you can house a lot of people.” Emergency services, he adds, “don’t actually result in anything other than the person coming back tomorrow night for the same thing.”
In June, MMFIM Executive Director Michèle Chappaz said “we have the knowledge, proven solutions, and on-the-ground expertise to take action and reverse the trend.” Watts agrees
“That conversation’s been had.” Now we need “an implementation plan.” We already know what works. “Let’s just get started doing that.” n






